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High Income Taxpayers Pay the Highest Average Income Tax Rates

Average federal income tax rate by income group in 2019
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Source: IRS, Statistics of Income, Individual Income Rates and Tax Shares.

TAX FOUNDATION @TaxFoundation

The bottom 50 percent of taxpayers (taxpayers with AGI below $44,269) faced an average
income tax rate of 3.5 percent. As household income increases, average income tax rates rise.
For example, taxpayers with AGI between the top 10th and 5th percentiles ($154,589 and
$221,572) paid an average income tax rate of 13.3 percent—23.8 times the rate paid by

taxpayersin the bottom 50 percent.
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Chart 3: Federal Versus State & Local Government Receipts and
Expenditures as Percent of GDP, 1930-2012
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Shares of Income Before and After Transfers
and Taxes, by Income Group, 2016
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